
 

 

                        Quilting Times 
      2025 

 
Join us!! 

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild 

              August  
                          Volume 27 Issue 12 

Meets at 9:00 the second Saturday of every month at the 
Arts Center at the Imperial Centre for Arts & Sciences  

344 Falls Road, Rocky Mount, NC. 27804 

From The Leadership Team! 
Greetings Quilters, 

As we come to the end of the summer our August meeting will be the workshop withLee Monroe.  Just a reminder, the 
meeting will be held at Englewood United Methodist Church (300 S Circle Dr).  Bring something to share for lunch if you 
are participating in the potluck.  Also, make sure to check the supply list as there is some homework prior to class. 

 
We will have a short business meeting beforehand and will vote on the new Leadership Team members: Lori, Julie and 
Nadia. As the current Leadership Team's term comes to an end, we would like to thank you all for your support.  It has 
been an honor to be a part of this, but we know our group will be in good hands with these capable ladies at the helm!  
See you on August 9th! 
 

Mary, Duane, Carol and Lori – Your Leadership Team 

Welcome new members! 

Join the TRPQG Members Facebook page 

Join the EQ8 & Sew-Social Bees on the 4
th 

Saturday 

 

***August Guild Meeting and Class will be held at Englewood United Methodist 

Church, Fellowship Hall, 300 S Circle Dr, Rocky Mount, NC  27804*** 

 

   Our Next Meeting 
     Saturday August 9,  2025 

     9:00AM Imperial Centre 
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Bring a Friend 
Wear Your Name Tag 

Return Borrowed Library Books 
 



 
  Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild Meeting Minutes – July 12, 2025 

 
Carol called the TRPQG meeting to order at 9:30 am and welcomed everyone.  
Carol wished Happy Birthday to all with a birthday in July. 
 
A motion to approve the Meeting Minutes for June was made by Nancy Knapp and seconded by Harvey Sopher. A motion 
to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June was made by Nancy Knapp and seconded by Harvey Sopher. Both motions 
passed. 
 
Committee Reports: 
Charity Outreach: Carol & Bonnie will continue to assist Katherine in outreach programs. 
Sunshine and Shadows: Nancy Knapp: Congrats to Sarah Oberlin on her new job. 
Library: Martha Blount/Maryann Rettino: No news. 
Newsletter: Michele Carpentier: No news. 
Facebook: Jennie Wright: Warned of spoofing scams on Facebook. 
Programs: Leadership Team – See below under New Business. 
Public Relations: Harvey Sopher and Lin Varney: No news. 
Bee Keeper: the August meeting, will not be at the Imperial Center but will be at the substitute church location. 
Webpage: Harvey Sopher: Jinx is uploading 13+ patterns to the website for convenience. 
New Business: 
 
Committee Positions: Committee members that will be continuing in their current positions: Katherine Saunders, Nancy 
Knapp, Martha Blount & Maryanne Rettino, Jennie Wright, Pam Smith, Harvey Sopher & Lin Varney, and Sarah Oberlin. 
Proposed new members of the leadership team: Nadia Pshenitsyna, Julie Green and Lori Mann have agreed to act as 
the new leadership team starting in September. 
August Workshop: There is 1 spot left to sign up for the August workshop. It starts at 10 am. There will be a short 
meeting where we will vote on the Leadership. There will be a Sew & Tell. Please bring potluck food and your supplies for 
the workshop: extension cords, sewing machine, rulers & rotary cutters & pressing boards. See supply list.  
 
Mystery Block: Nadia instructed us to finish the square in a square blocks.  
Sound Issues: Members are asked to please avoid talking amongst themselves when a speaker is speaking. 
Lori will be at Open Sew in July to assist in Foundation Paper Piecing. 
Duane gave a tutorial on measuring and attaching borders. 
 
Monthly Program:  
Jessie Smith & Dona Smith gave a presentation on their new quilting shop and rustic boutique, Kozy, in Nashville. It will 
have opened on July 18th/19th. They will be open Tuesday through Friday 10am -6pm and Saturday 10am - 4 pm. They 
will have Riley Blake fabrics, Moda, and later Tula Pink fabrics. They will host quilt & crafting classes.  
 
Membership Report: Jinx Abernathy: 43 people attended, including 4 guests.  
 
Drawing Winners:    
Patriotic Quilts: Shirley Baker 
Sew & Tell: Susie Baker 
Donation: Macey Tyndall 
Next meeting will be on August 9th. Meeting Adjourned at 12:00pm. 
 
 
Respectly Submitted, 
Sarah Oberlin, Secretary 
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Challenge: Foundation Paper Piecing 
 
Try a new technique, or add to the skills you already have, with Foundation Paper Piecing. 
 
What Is FPP? 
 
Foundation Paper Piecing (FPP) is a quilting technique where a printed paper template guides fabric placement 
and stitching to create precise quilt blocks. The fabric is sewn onto the paper, and the paper is removed after the 
block is completed. 
 
The criteria is simple. 
Use whatever combination of colors and pattern(s) you like. 
Size: at least 24 inches Square 
 
Must be made using foundation paper piecing Technique. (definition above) 
Finished quilts must be submitted at the December TRPQG meeting. 
 
HAVE FUN AND CREATE!! 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to the leadership team. 

 
 
 Here is an example: 
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2025 Mystery Quilt Clue 5 
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Cutting: 

From the background fabric, cut 42 squares 3.5 x 3.5 inch. Keep leftover fabric after each 
clue – you may need it later! 

Also, get your Clue 3 blocks, we will be working with those. 

Piecing:  

Step 1: Mark a light pencil diagonal line 
on the wrong side of the background 
squares.  

Step 2: Match one background square 
with one of the remaining corners of the 
Clue 3 block. Sew on the marked line.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Fold the background square away 
on the sewn line. Press. Cut off excess 
fabric leaving ¼ inch of seam allowance.  

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4: Repeat with another background 
square on the opposite corner Clue 3 
block. 

Finished block: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finish 21 blocks. Put blocks in a ziplock bag marked Clue 5. 



 

Book Review 
Hope’s Journey  
Classic Blocks, Reproduction Quilts and Stories of Bygone Days 
By Betsy Chutchian 
 
Hope’s Journey is a book of classic blocks and reproduction quilts.  It was 

written by Betsy Churchian.  The author feels that every woman who leaves 

home faces an uncertain future.  All have hope for a better life.  Frontier 

women who traveled west had no idea what the future held.  Neither did 

those who left home to escape religious freedom or famine (much like those 

in the mountains who lost their homes during our recent hurricane).  The 

author said that the patterns in this book were presented to her students as 

mystery quilts.  The students had no idea what to expect, but they accepted 

that and persevered.  The quilter using this book will know what to 

expect.  The book has sampler quilts and miniquilts.  Various techniques 

and alternatives are suggested for each quilt.  There are twelve patterns 

given.  Some are given for various sized quilts.  The first one in the book, for 

example, gives directions for a 10” block, a 6” block, or a 12 ½” x 12 ½” quilt 

(with 3” x 3” blocks).  One of my favorites is entitled Chick, Chick, Chick 

Hen.  It is a 15 ½” x 15 ½” quilt.  Old Maid’s Ramble has directions for 14” 

blocks, 4” blocks, or a 12 ½” x 12 ½” quilt (the finished blocks are 1” x 1”). 

There is a pattern for a 16” Feathered Star.  I think I might try this (one block!).  I have always wanted to make a 

feathered star block but didn’t think I was an accurate enough quilter to make it.  I might give it a try for one 

block!  Won’t you join me? 

This is a beautiful book with many helpful pictures and suggestions.  We all need to grow in our quilting 

abilities.  This book gives you a good excuse to grow. 

   
Your Quilt Librarians 
Martha Blount 
Mary Ann Rettino 

 
 Hello Quilting Friends, 
 

Welcome to August! The golden days of summer are upon us, and while the heat might be rising 
outside, we know how to keep things cool—with fabric, fellowship, and a whole lot of creativity! 
 
Whether you’ve been busy stitching through the summer or just now dusting off your sewing 
machine, we’re so glad you’re here. This month is a great time to dive into your UFOs, try out a 
new technique, or simply be inspired by the beautiful work of our fellow guild members. 
 
Let’s continue to share our knowledge, encourage one another, and celebrate the joy that quilting 
brings to our lives. We’re looking forward to another month of inspiration, laughter, and piecing 
together not just quilts—but friendships too. 
 
Submitted by Harvey Sopher 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 
AUGUST: LEE MONROE PERFECTING YOUR PIECING WITH FLYING GEESE 

 
At our August meeting, Lee Monroe will host a workshop from 10AM – 4PM.  The cost is $30 and will 
include a pattern for the workshop.  Here is a supply list for the workshop. 
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SUPPLIES 
 

 
 

FINISHED SIZE 

 

PRINT 

 

BACKGROUND* 

 

BACKING 

 

BINDING 

Runner 16 x 64” 1/3 yard of two fabrics 1 yard 1 yard 3/8 yard 

Throw 64 x 64” 1/3 yard of eight fabrics 4 yards 4 yards 1/2 yard 

Twin 64 x 96” 1/3 yard of twelve fabrics 6 yards 6 yards 2/3 yard 

Double/ 
Queen 

 

96 x 96” 
1/3 yard of eighteen 

fabrics 

 

82/3 yards 
 

82/3 yards 
 

7/8 yard 

 

King 
 

112 x 112” 
1/3 yard of twenty-five 

fabrics 

 

131/3 yards 
 

131/3 yards 
 

1 yard 

Fabric Supplies: 

- Use the pattern chart for fabric needs for the size quilt you desire. 

- Bring at least 1/3 yard of two prints and 1/2 yard of background to class. 

Cutting Supplies: 

- Rotary Cutter 

- Ruler (8 1/2 x 12 1/2 or similar recommended) 

Optional Supplies* 

- Bloc Loc 2 x 4” Flying Geese Ruler 

- Bloc Loc 4 x 8” Flying Geese Ruler 

- 12” or similar rotating mat 

May Chappell Cane Creek Quilt Pattern 

Traditional Sewing Supplies: Snips, Pins, Seam Ripper, etc. 

 
* Bring these flying geese bloc loc rulers if you already own them. You may also bring any other flying geese 

trimming tools you have. There will be rulers at class for you to try; there is no need to purchase prior to class. 

 

CUT PRIOR TO CLASS 

You will need at least 1/3 yard of two prints and 1/2 yard of background for class. 

 
Prints 

(4) 5 1/2” Square of Print A 

(1) 9 1/2” Squares of Print B 

 
Background 

(16) 3 1/8” Squares 

(4) 5 1/8” Squares 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our August, 8/9/2025 meeting, Lee Monroe will host a workshop from 10AM – 4PM.  The cost is $30 and will 

include a pattern for the workshop.   

 

Let the geese fly! This is a class focused on building your piecing skills as you create, trim and piece together flying 

geese, both singles and four-at-a-time. We will also talk about selecting background fabric that makes the prints 

shine. Best for confident beginners and intermediate quilters.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 7 of 21 



 

 

  

  

 

  

 
Sunshine & Shadow 
We don’t want you to go through it alone! If you have anyone you want 
remembered, please email: Nancy Knapp at hudsonpuppy@earthlink.net 

 

 

  

 

 

  

   
 

 
  

       
 

  

 

                                             AUGUST BIRTHDAYS    
 

Jinx Abernathy Kathy Bass Carolyn Batts 

Carol Christman Martha Creech Pricilla Dees  

Teresa Garrett Nancy Knapp Paula Loges 

Joan Mayo           Barbara Myers Frankie Powell 

Pat Riemeschneider    Pam Smith  Harvey Sopher   

Ann Ward-Fuchs 

 

A BIG TRPQG THANK YOU                
Everyone who sews for Outreach 
Everyone who contributes to the 
TRPQG Newsletter 
Everyone that shares at Sew & Tell
  
The Queen Bees  
  
Harvey for mailing the newsletters & 
taking pictures at the meetings  

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance                                   

Add Membership Dues                            

Add Lee Monroe Class                            

Guild Balance as of July 2025                

QOV Grant Balance                                

Total Bank Balance as of 7/13/2025               
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Riley Blake Designs 

 
Free downloadable patterns, wide variety to choose from, from beginner to advanced. 

 

rileyblakedesigns  
   

Facebook TRPQG Members Only Update   
If you would like to join the TRPQG Members Only Facebook page. 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/475820599214904 and request to be added. 
 
Please send an email to rite1@mindspring.com and let me know that you have sent a request. Occasionally the name in 
the TRPQG Membership Directory is not the same as your Facebook name.  If you will let me know your name in the 
directory and your name on your Facebook page you can help me speed up the approval process.  
 
Jennie Wright      
 
Julie Green has asked the class information below to be shared in our Newsletter. 
 

Moo Moo Memory Bear Class at Quilts Like Crazy in Wake Forest 
 

Cost: $50.00 
 

Register at this link   08/19/25 - 08/26/25 (2 Sessions)   
 

Learn to make an 18" bear from start to finish using paper pattern. This is a 2-day class. The first one is working with the 
pattern, cutting and begin to sew. The second will be assembly. 
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   SAVE THE DATES 

TRPQG MEETING 
August 9th Meeting:Imperial Centre 

 
Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 25th  

 
EVENTS YOU MIGHT ENJOY 

 
Mountain Piecemakers Quilt Show – 65 Mountain Air Dr, Burnsville, NC   August 1-2, 2025 
 
Asheville Quilt Guild Show – 761 Boylston Highway, Fletcher, NC    August 14-16, 2025 
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Whipped Lemonade 

August 2025 
Courtesy of thekitchn 

 

  
Time: 5 minutes Makes: 1+1/2 cup 
 
Ingredients: 
1/2 cups ice cubes 
1/4 cup cold heavy cream 
 
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice (from 2 medium lemons) 
 
1/4 cup sweetened condensed milk 
Whipped cream, for topping (optional) 
Lemon slice, for garnish (optional) 

 
Directions: 
 
Put your glass in the freezer a few minutes before preparing your drink 
Place the ice cubes, heavy cream, lemon juice, 
sweetened condensed milk in a blender, 
preferably high-speed. Using the tamper if needed, 
blend until smooth, about 1 minute. 
 
Pour into a glass, pop in a straw, & drink it as is, 
garnish with whipped cream & a lemon slice if 
desired.  
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Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild 

 
 

P.O. Box 7041 Rocky Mount NC 27804 

       Leadership Team: 
     Duane Carpentier              

     Carol Gates                          
     Mary Selecky                       
     Lori Mann                            

Secretary: Sarah Oberlin          

Treasurer: Rosalyn Ryers   

Sunshine & Shadow: Nancy Knapp     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

All area codes are 252 unless noted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 16 of 21

TRPQG Official Charities 
QOV: preferred size 60”x80”, minimum size 55”x 65”, maximum 
size. 100%cotton preferred. Patriotic fabric themes are 
encouraged, but not mandatory.

Quilts for Christian Adoption Agency: any size 

Please include a sample square from the quilt pattern which is given to 

the birth mother. 

Isolette covers for Vidant Hospital: should be no larger than 

36 x 36 . 

Quilts for Nash Hospital Nursery: Accept any size quilts they 

use to send the babies home. We will accept smaller blankets that are 

knitted or crocheted. We can always find someone who has a need. 

Additional charities our TRPQG members support 

Oncology Department Quilts:lap size quilts and mug rugs 

Comfort Bags: For Police department bags 
 

 

Newsletter Advertising for TRPQG Members 

If you are a TRPQG member and have personal sewing related items you 

no longer want or use and you would like to sell or gift them you can list 

them in the newsletter. Please send the item description, price and your 

contact information to michele251970@gmail.com. This section of the 

newsletter will be removed from the newsletter before being posted on the 

public website. 

Items will be limited to space available in the newsletter and first come first 

serve. The newsletter and the TRPQG are not responsible in any way for any 

transactions resulting from these advertisements. The newsletter is simply 

providing what we hope is a benefit for the members of the TRPQG guild. 

Membership:  

Jinx Abernathy 

Amanda Jackson 

 
 

        Bereavement wraps: 12” x 12” or 15” x 15” (use pattern) 

Joyce Kirby 

Library: Maryann Rettino 

 

 

Mother’s Hearts:  ask for pattern used for preemies in neonatal 

Martha Blount   

Beekeeper: Pam Smith  Preemie Beanies: (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them 

Adult Beanies:  (knitted) ask for pattern or Google them 
 

Website: Harvey Sopher    

Newsletter: Michele Carpentier  

Facebook: Jennie Wright  

Charity Outreach: 
 

 Katherine Saunders    

Hospitality: Lin Varney    

Public Relations: Lin Varney  

Harvey Sopher                   
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 
            

 

If you are a member of the TRPQG and you machine quilt for others please send your name, phone 
number and email address to michele251970@gmail.com  In future issues of the newsletter I will list your 
contact information so TRPQG members can contact you for their quilting needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tar River Piecemakers Quilting 
Guild Bylaws 

Revised as of August 12, 2023: 
 

ARTICLE V – 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 

 
Annual Dues shall be payable by the September meeting 
or upon joining the guild.  Membership will become 
delinquent if Dues are not paid by the October meeting 
and the member will lose all privileges until membership 
dues are paid.  Annual Dues amount shall be reviewed 
each year for approval by the membership at the July 
meeting.  The Executive Board can adjust the amount of 
Dues if needed but not to exceed what the membership 
has approved. 
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As of 12 JULY 2025: 

     74 Regular Members 

       7 Founding Members 

       2 Honorary Members 

       2 Junior Members 

     85 Total Members 

As of 08March 2025 

2025 Greeters 
August – Sarah Wade 

September-  

October – Ann Davis 
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Page 19 of 21 



 

 

Quilting Bees 

A Quilting Bee is a gathering for quilters to foster 
creativity, connection, and community so that others feel a 

sense of belonging. 

 

Busy Bees 
Imperial Art Centre on the 2nd Tuesday of each month @ 10 am                                                                                                   

Queen Bee is Lisa Clark.  
             

Cutting Corners 
 Braswell Library on the 3rd Friday of the month @ 10 am                                                                             

Queen Bee is Ramona Orzell.           

Happy Hooper's 

 
Meetings are held on 3rd Saturday of each month @ 10 am at the home of 

Frankie Powell.  Queen Bee is Frankie Powell. 
                                                         

Sew-Social 

Open Sew Format @ the Imperial Art Centre 
 on the 4th Saturday of each month.     Open to all members.   

Door to the Education Building is open at 9:30AM.  
July and August meetings are canceled, room is unavailable. 

Next meeting is September 27th. 
Please contact Pam Smith.  

EQ8 Electric 
Quilt 

                       Imperial Art Centre 10 am. - 4th Saturday of each month. 
Queen Bee is Debbie Nivison. 

Patriotic 
Braswell Library – 1st Tuesday of each month at 10 am. 

Queen Bee is Jennie Wright. 
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TRPQG AGENDA AUGUST 9, 2025 
 
SOCIAL/SIGN IN: 9:00 to 9:30 AM  
 
WELCOME: 9:30 AM 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREV. MONTH APPROVED AS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER 
 1.  MOTION TO APPROVE & 2ND 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT APPROVED AS PUBLISHED IN THE NEWSLETTER 

1. MOTION TO APPROVE & 2ND 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Jinx Abernathy, Kathy Bass, Carolyn Batts, Carol Christman, Marth Creech, Pricilla Dees, 
Teresa Garrett, Nancy Knapp, Paula Loges, Joan Mayo, Barbara Myers, Frankie Powell,  
Pat Riemeschneider, Pam Smith, Harvey Sopher, Ann Ward-Fuchs 
 
Committee Reports- Short summaries  

Outreach - Katherine Saunders 
Sunshine and Shadow - Nancy Knapp  
Library - Martha Blount and Maryann Rettino  
Newsletter - Michele Carpentier 
Facebook - Jennie Wright 
Bee Keeper - Pam Smith  
Programs - Leadership Team 
Public Relations - Harvey Sopher, Lin Varney  
Website – Harvey Sopher 

  
OLD BUSINESS 

1. Bio Forms to Sarah Wade/Michele Carpentier 
2. Sign up for greeter and/or bringing coffee 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

1. Mystery Quilt Block – Nadia 

2. Nomination/invitation to volunteer for committee positions and leadership team.  

3. Address member concerns regarding being able to hear speakers.  Suggestions: 1-all 
members who make a report come to the front, 2- the leadership team member who is 
running the meeting will ask the presenters to wait until all are quiet before starting, 3- 
reminders of how well sound travels from the back of the room. 

SEW AND TELL- Reminder to refrain from talking while members are sharing their quilts. 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
 
DRAWINGS 
 
BREAK 
 
Workshop with Lee Monroe 
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